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An Eternal Perspective 

C.S. Lewis once wrote, “Indeed if we consider the unblushing prom-

ises of reward and the staggering nature of the rewards promised in 

the gospels, it would seem that our Lord finds our desires not too 

strong, but too weak.  We are halfhearted creatures, fooling about 

with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered to us, 

like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in the slum because he 

cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday by the sea. We are far too 

easily pleased.” 

 

What Lewis meant is that often we forget to have an eternal perspective.  The 

Christian’s joy and hope is that there is MORE than this life has to offer and yet we 

become entirely too satisfied (and we would even try to use the word “content” to 

sound spiritual) with what’s right in front of us.  In his book The Slumber of Chris-

tianity, author Ted Dekker argues that “we have here in this life many foretastes of 

the bliss that awaits us, but unless we know what those foretastes are of, they will 

never satisfy us.”  In other words, even the good things we THINK we are satisfied 

by in this life, become LESS satisfying because we experience them from some-

thing less than an eternal perspective. Combining C.S. Lewis’ quote and Dekker’s 

sentiments, without an eternal perspective, we will never fully appreciate the beau-

tiful things God has given us. 

 

You see, we are made for eternity.  In fact, the author of Ecclesiastes says this spe-

cifically when he wrote, “God has made everything beautiful in its time. He has 

also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from 

beginning to end” (Eccl. 3:11).  What an amazing thought! We are both called to 

embrace the heart’s longing for eternity while at the same time not getting too car-

ried away with the notion that we’ll every fully understand just how amazing it’s 

going to be! 

 

Many of us are closer to Heaven’s splendor than others, though none of us knows 

just when we will be called home.  If we maintain the appropriate attitude to our 

“end”, we have the chance to really appreciate every good and beautiful gift that the 

Father has given to us (James 1:17) because each gift is meant to be a taste of 

Heaven.  Do you have an eternal perspective?  What gifts has the Father given you 

that you might taste a little bit of Heaven?  Perhaps you should stop now and give 

thanks to Him for it.  Don’t worry, we’ll wait until your finished praying… 

 

Yours in Him, 

Pastor David 

Address: 

203 N. Main St. 

Hanna City, IL61536 

Office Telephone # 

309-565-4465 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

  9:30 am —12:00 pm 

Website 

www.hannacitypres.com 

Email: 

office@hannacitypres.org 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

Sunday 
  9:30 am   Sunday School 

10:45 am   Morning Worship 

  6:00 pm   Evening Worship 

Weekdays 
Tuesday 9:15 am 
Cottage Prayer/ Missionary Soci-

ety 

Thursday 10:30 am 
Men’s Morning Bible Study 

Scripture Verse: 
Psalm 27:1-3       

"The one thing I want 

from God, the thing I 

seek most of all, is the 

privilege of meditating in 

His temple, living in His 

presence every day of my 

life, delighting in His in-

comparable perfection 

and glory. 

Pew Mouse Staff 

Shirley Wilson 

Laura Schmied 
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What is GA? 
article contributed by Fred Winterroth 

 

 You may have heard a request to pray for GA or that Pastor Dave would be attending GA 

this past week.  What is GA and why is it important?  GA is the General Assembly of the  

Presbyterian Church in America.  It is the annual meeting of our denomination. This year GA  

was held in Mobile, Alabama with a theme of “Refreshed in and for the Cross”.  GA is an  

opportunity for the Teaching and Ruling Elders, (and their families) of our denomination to  

get together and oversee the business of the PCA.   

 Although there is a lot of administrative work and meetings that take place, there is also 

a time of learning, networking, fellowship, and most important worship.  I have had the oppor-

tunity to attend GA a number of times and have found it to be an inspiring time of worship and 

also of learning.  Besides the business meetings and the worship times, there are also seminars 

that relate to practical ministry topics.  Some of those topics this year included, Ministry in 

changing neighborhoods, Advancing the Gospel in a changing North America, Transformational 

Discipleship, and Living Intentionally.  There are also women’s activities and special activities for 

the kids.  The thing that has impressed me most about attending GA is the strong importance 

placed on prayer and staying true to God’s inerrant Word.   

 The PCA believes in the truth of Scripture and that;  Christ, as King, has given to His 

Church officers, oracles and ordinances; and especially has He ordained therein His system of  

doctrine, government, discipline and worship, all of which are either expressly set down in     

Scripture, or by good and necessary inference may be deduced there from; and to which things He 

commands that nothing be added, and that from them naught be taken away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Service at General Assembly 
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Vacation Bible School 2016 
Submitted by Annette Boyer, VBS Director 

 Our Vacation Bible School was held June 13—17. We had an enjoyable week that involved 69 children 
and 17 teachers and helpers. Our average daily attendance was 56. The theme was :”Deep Sea Discovery”. 
The kids learned that God is with them wherever they go. The daily themes focused on the principles that God 
knows us (Noah), He hears us (Jonah), He strengthen us (Peter in the storm), He loves us ( disciples), and He 
sends us (Paul). They had fun learning the great new songs, making crafts, playing games outside and eating 
yummy ocean-themed treats. On Wednesday the 5th and 6th grade class tied fleece blankets for a service 
project, We were able to take 12 blankets for patients to the Children’s Hospital of Illinois. 
 The week culminated on Friday when the children got to go shopping at “the store”. They were able to 
spend the points that they had earned during the week (for attendance, Bible memory, etc.) on some wonderful 
treasures. Then the closing program was held Friday evening. It was amazing to see how much the kids had 
learned in 5 days. We had a time of fellowship and refreshments with the families after the program. 
 Global Hands of Hope was our mission project again this year—specifically their medical mission in 
Bukeka, Uganda. They have a pediatric medical clinic that serves children 12 and under. Our children were so 
generous this year. Their daily offerings totaled $555.00 and then the closing program offering was $380.00 for 
a total of $935.00 that we will send to the clinic in Uganda. 
 Thank you to all that helped with VBS this year. It takes many hands, but the rewards are so worth it. 
Thank you to those that diligently prayed for the hearts of the children. Please continue to pray  the  
promise that ”God is always with them” will make a long-lasting impact. 
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2016 PCA Women’s Conference 
Vivian Doubet, Pam Winterroth, Laura Schmied, Bonnie 

Pahl, and Jeanne Thomas attended the PCA Women’s Con-

ference “Transformed” on April 9, 2016 in Naperville, IL. 

The keynote speaker was Nancy Guthrie, who had written 

several of the Bible Studies the HCPC Women’s Ministry 

has used in the past. The ladies also attended several inter-

esting workshops while they were at the conference. They 

enjoyed the delicious luncheon, but more importantly the 

time of fellowship together. It was a beautiful day! 

Tidbits from the Trustees 
 The Trustees are currently receiving bids for the demolition of the house on the property south of our 

church building. They are planning on using some of the fixtures (ceiling fans, light fixtures, kitchen cabi-

nets, and the appliances) in our church. Some of the property will be used for additional parking. In the near 

future, the trustees will be needing help with removing the cabinets from the house and installing them in 

the church. Let Mike Schmied know if you can be of assistance.  

 If you know of anyone who would like to move the garage to their own property, please tell one of 

the trustees as soon as possible. 

            A huge THANK YOU to the trustees that have been taking turns moving the grass around the church 

and on the house property. Also thank you to Anthony and April Schade for donating the Cali lilies and to  

Laura for getting them and a few other flowers planted in the flower boxes. 

Holy Humor 
 

      A Sunday School teacher was telling her class the story of the 

Good  Samaritan.  She asked the class,  "If you saw a person lying on 

the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?" 

A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence,  "I think I'd throw up." 

Save the Date! 

Ladies, mark your calendar for Saturday, July 30th at 
6:00 for the annual “Ladies’ Game Night” at the home 
of Sharon Brown. 
 
Everyone, mark your calendar for Sunday, September 
18th for the “Annual Church Picnic” at Jacob’s Park in 
Farmington. 
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    Summer Birthdays 
     For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me        
together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am  
fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your 
works; my soul knows it very well.    Psalm 139:13-14 

July 
 

       8   Brad Irving 

   9   Laura Wolford 

 10   Courtney Thomas

 11   LeRoy Mahr 

          13   Crista Dillard 

          15   Tyler Smith 

          23   Kevin Owsley 

 24   Denise Owsley 

 30   Ethan Gates 
        Jan Howard 
            
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

August 
       2   Scott Turbett     

       5   Judy Clarke 

       7   Christopher Drake 

       9   Alyssa Schade 

            Krystal Schade 

      13  Elizabeth Fitch 

      14  Carol Cowser             

            Jessica Doubet 

      15  Katelyn Schade 

      20  Linda Captain 

            Leslye Smith 

      22  Jake Behrens 

      25  Mike Pollock 

      26  Rogan Collins 

      27  Roger Ledbetter 

            Bryce Schade 

      28  Rachel Fitch 

      29  Camille Heisel 

      31  Tina Kellstadt 

September 
 

      3  Tyler Fitch  

      7  Dorothy Stuaan 

     13  Rosemary Elam 

     17  Bill Albers 

           Kylie Gates 

     19  Tara Behrens 

     21   Ruth Harding 

     22   Bill Irving 

   Chris Lucas 

     27  Kenny Borland 

Anniversaries 

July 
 

  1 Bill &Arlene West 

     Gene & Shirley Wilson 

  3 Tim & Camille Heisel 

  7 Mike & Erica Pollock 

12 Scott & Marcia Nelson 

30 Fred & Pam Winterroth 

31 David & Linda Captain 

 

August 
 

   4  Bill & Betsy Irving 

   5  Tyler & Rachel Fitch 

 14  Tom & Janice Mahr 

 16  Dennis & Jeanne Thomas 

 20  Mark & Deb Borland 

 25 Kevin & Denise Owsley 

 28 Todd & Nancy Gates 

 

September 
 

  7  Jake & Tara Behrens 

 10 Bill & Pam Albers 

 11 Bob & Connie Friedrich 

 15 LeRoy & Pat Mahr 

 22 Jason & Caron Easley 


